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Lincoln stood tall in the carriage,

his dark uncovered head bent in

contemplative acknowledgment of

the waiting people.

—Augustus Saint-Gaudens

Then came the news of Lincoln’s assassination. 

I recall father and mother weeping, as he read of it

to us . . . I saw Lincoln lying in state in the City

Hall, and I went back to the end of the line to look

at him again. This completed my vision of the big

man, though the funeral . . . deepened the profound

solemnity of my impression.

—Augustus Saint-Gaudens

Augustus had some other connections to Lincoln. He was good friends
with John Hay, Lincoln’s personal secretary. Hay had a summer home in
nearby Newbury, New Hampshire. In 1902, Saint-Gaudens served on the
MacMillan Commission which was charged with redesign and
beautification of the Mall in Washington, D.C. It was this commission that
chose the site for the Lincoln Memorial.

T
hus the young Augustus Saint-
Gaudens recorded his first
memory of Abraham Lincoln
who was on his way to

Washington for his first inaugu ration.
Saint-Gaudens was a teenager, appren -
ticed to a cameo cutter in New York
City. From his window, he witnessed
this and other events of the Civil War,
from the troops marching off to
battle, the draft riots, and parades for
triumphant generals.

Saint-Gaudens was a great
admirer of Lincoln and was
to create two monuments to
the president. 

Abraham Lincoln without a beard, as Saint-
Gaudens first saw him.

Augustus at his cameo lathe

The Standing Lincoln

The figure known as the “Standing Lincoln” was the first
of Saint-Gaudens’  statues of Lincoln. He received the
commission for this monument in 1884 and began work
in earnest the fol lowing year. The 12-foot-tall Lincoln is
posed as though having just risen from the chair of
state behind him. He is about to give a speech; his
head slightly bowed, as though deep in thought, his
left hand grasping the lapel of his jacket. 



The monument was cast in bronze by the Henry-Bonnard Bronze
Company in New York, and dedicated on October 22, 1887, to a large
crowd. Lincoln’s son, Robert, con sid ered this the best sculpture of his father
of the many that were done.

After Saint-Gaudens’ death, his wife authorized an
edition of bronze reductions of the complete work. These
are found in public institutions around the country. Full-
size casts of the statue were later installed in London,
England, Mexico City, Cambridge, Massachusetts and
Hollywood Hills, California. Modern casts of the
monument’s head are also frequently given to
dignitaries, including the United States president.
The monument had an additional legacy. The
image of Lincoln used for the com memorative stamp
of 1909, was drawn from the head of this statue.

The sculpture was created in Cornish, New
Hamp shire, where Saint-Gaudens came to summer
in 1885 with his wife Augusta. He was invited there
by his friend Charles C. Beaman, who promised him
many “Lincoln-shaped men” in the area to use as
models. Such a man was found in Langdon Morse, of
Windsor, Vermont, who was the same height and
build as Lincoln and who modeled for the figure. 

Architect, Stanford White, of the
New York firm of McKim, Mead
and White, designed the monument’s base. He added a
long, curving exedra bench to encourage visitors to sit
and enjoy the statue and setting. This was one of 20 such
artistic collaborations between White and Saint-Gaudens
who also became close friends. 

Langdon Morse

Stanford White  
(1853-1906)

Unveiling of the Standing Lincoln, October 1897



Abraham Lincoln: The Head of State

Completed at the end of Saint-Gaudens’ life, his second Lincoln sculpture
depicts the 16th President in a pose traditionally reserved for kings and
emperors. The massive chair, draped with an American flag, represents the
strength of the country, and the seated pose, with left hand on the armrest
and right on the knee, is inspired by ancient images of a ruler sitting in
judgment as lawgiver to the people. While the Standing Lincoln
concentrated on the President’s human quality, this shows him in a more
formal pose. Another local man, Amos Bixby, also of the same physical
stature as Lincoln, posed for this figure.

The statue was almost complete when it was destroyed in the 1904
studio fire. As Saint-Gaudens was now suffering from cancer which
limited his work, the figure was recreated with the help of sculpture
assistants, Henry Hering and Elsie Ward. The bronze was cast in 1906 by
the Roman Bronze Foundry in New York City.  The site and base were
initially designed by Stanford White and finished by his son, Laurence
White. The nine-foot-tall figure, however, was not unveiled until May 31,
1926. 

Life casts of Abraham
Lincoln were made shortly
before his inauguration in
1860, by the sculptor,
Leonard Volk. 

Abraham Lincoln: The Head of State
“Seated Lincoln{ 1897-1906

Grant Park, Chicago, Illinois

Augustus Saint-Gaudens at the Little Studio, Cornish, N.H. 1906



Augustus Saint-Gaudens

Augustus Saint-Gaudens was born March 1, 1848, in Dublin, Ireland, to Bernard

Saint-Gaudens, a French shoemaker, and his Irish wife, Mary McGuiness. Six months

later, the family emigrated to New York City where Augustus grew up.  

After completing school at age 13, Augustus was

apprenticed for six years to a cameo cutter. At the end of his

apprenticeship, Saint-Gaudens set his mind at becoming a

sculptor and traveled to France, to study sculpture at the

École des Beaux-Arts. He later spent five years in Rome, Italy,

where he started to get commissions, and where he also met

Augusta Homer, of Roxbury, Massachusetts, who would

become his wife.

Saint-Gaudens returned to America

in 1875 and the following year

received his first major commission, a

monument to Civil war Admiral,

David Glasgow Farragut. Unveiled in Manhattan in 1881,

the work was a great success. Saint-Gaudens’ fame grew and

many other commissions soon followed, including his first

monument to Abraham Lincoln.

During the next 25 years, Augustus completed over

150 artworks, including other

renown public monuments, such as

the General William T. Sherman

Monument in New York and the

Shaw Memorial in Boston. With

public monuments, Saint-Gaudens

pioneered the integration of

architecture, landscape design, and

monumental sculpture,

collaborating with leading architects like Stanford White, to create

unique settings for his works. Augustus was also a master of

relief, the most difficult form of sculpture. One of his lasting

legacies was design of the 1907 United States gold coins at

the request of Theodore Roosevelt. Saint-Gaudens became

the first sculptor to design an American coin, and his

twenty-dollar gold piece is considered America’s most

beautiful coin to this day.

The Making of the Lincoln Statues

Both the Standing and Seated

Lincoln statues were created in the

sculptor’s studios in Cornish, New

Hampshire. The first was in a studio

converted from an old hay barn. The

second, was begun in the “Large

Studio” which burned in 1904, and

then completed in its replacement,

the Studio of the Caryatids built in

1905. That building was also lost to

fire in 1944.

Saint-Gaudens was exacting in

his work and always strove for

perfection. As with most of his

sculptures, he first made small, clay sketches in various poses as he contemplated

the composition. Once he chose the final design, he hired a model. The model

first dressed in a suit accurately tailored to replicate Lincoln’s. So meticulous was

the sculptor, that he even had the man walk around the property for a while so

that the clothing acquired the correct wrinkles. Then, photos were taken of the

model from many angles. Next, the sculpting began, with a nude figure in clay

being made first, and then the clothing added. This helped ensure that the

figure’s proportions would be correct. For the

president’s face and hands, Saint-Gaudens was

able to work from actual life casts of Lincoln

made in 1860.

Saint-Gaudens was always concerned about

how a public sculpture would appear in a

particular setting. To see how the “Seated

Lincoln,” would relate to its surroundings, a

sketch of the sculpture was set up outside the

studio, and large photo enlargements showing

the surrounding scenery of the Chicago site,

were placed around the piece. 

Once the clay figure was finished, it was

cast in plaster. The more durable plaster figure

is then sent to a foundry to be cast in bronze.

Afterwards, the bronze is patinated to the

color and finish desired by the sculptor.

Preliminary clay sketches for the figure, with

adaptation of pose and stance, 1885.

Augustus Saint-Gaudens with finish clay

model of Lincoln, 1886



Other National Park Service Sites 
Associated with Abraham Lincoln

ABRAHAM LINCOLN BIRTHPLACE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
Hodgenville, Kentucky

www.nps.gov/abli

LINCOLN BOYHOOD NATIONAL MEMORIAL
Lincoln City, Indiana 

www.nps.gov/libo

LINCOLN HOME NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
Springfield, Illinois 
www.nps.gov/liho

GETTYSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

www.nps.gov/getc

FORD’S THEATRE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
Washington, D.C.
www.nps.gov/foth

LINCOLN MEMORIAL 
Washington, D.C.
www.nps.gov/linc

Additional Information

NATIONAL ABRAHAM LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
http://www.lincolnbicentennial.gov/

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
http://www.nps.gov/pub_aff/lincoln200/

In 1965, Saint-Gaudens home and studios became the first site

in the National Park Service to commemorate a visual artist. 

The park remains the only National Park site in New Hampshire. 

The park is open daily from Memorial Day weekend through the

end of October and exhibits over 100 of Saint-Gaudens works.

Little Studio and Aspet, home of Augustus Saint-Gaudens. Photo: Paul Sanderson



Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site
139 Saint-Gaudens Road • Cornish, NH 03745

603-675-2175 • www.nps.gov/saga

Saint-Gaudens 
National Historic Site

Abraham Lincoln: The Head of State
“Seated Lincoln” 1906

Grant Park, Chicago, Illinois



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


